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News update and subjects for prayer — JULY 2008

Proverbs 22:9 A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor. (NIV)

Life today is very difficult in the Philippines, especially for those of us living in poverty. Prices for all
food products have risen greatly. People are queuing everywhere for the lower price rice that the
Government is selling as they are desperate to feed their families. We wonder how long we will have
to suffer in this kind of situation. This economic crisis is also affecting the Supplementary Feeding
Programme. With over 700 children to feed three times a week, the cost is very high for us. Please
pray that God will provide the money so we can continue helping the malnourished children. We are
seeking to trust God to provide as we believe He is "bigger” than all our problems. Sally Escoto

July 1/2 A severe typhoon has recently hit part of the Philippines with the death of many people and the devastation
of many homes. A ferry leaving Manila sank in the typhoon with the loss of over 700 lives. Please pray for the Filipino
people as they struggle to cope in these awful situations. Please pray for the Home Improvement Programme as many
shanty homes need repair because of the damage.

July 3/4 Please remember in prayer all the sponsored children/young people who have recently returned to school
or college. Give thanks that 156 students are being helped to have an education during the coming school year. Give
thanks for the people who are faithfully sponsoring them. There are additional children who would benefit from a
sponsorship. Please pray that more people will come forward to help. For details, please contact Fran at the UK office.

July 5/6 As the building Hands of Mercy rents in Sikap Street now has a buyer, please pray that another suitable
building or buildings will be found. Accommaodation is needed for the office, a room for the tuberculosis treatment
programme, a room for staff meetings, small groups, Child Sponsorship parents meetings, and for one of the Mercy
Community Churches.

July 7/8 Please pray for our volunteer workers in the communities of: Kapalaran — Myrna, Cristina and Malou. Agudo
— Wilma, Beth L, Alberta and Jenny. Hilaga - Inday, Ema, Maria, Gina and Nenita. ~ Please pray for Nenita and her
family with the recent death of her husband, and also for Pina and Alberta who are widows. Hands of Mercy staff have
their own emotional, physical and financial needs but they are grateful to God for all He is doing in and through their lives
and value your continued prayerful support.

July 9/10 Give thanks to God for the Mercy Community Church baptisms held on June 15 in a local swimming
pool at which 30 church members were baptised, many of them being men. Please pray that the certificate and individual
photograph will be an ongoing reminder to each person of the meaningful step they took that day.

July 11/12 Give thanks that one of the men connected with Hands of Mercy who was jailed unfairly for a few weeks, was
able to share God’s Word with the other men in the prison. Please thank God he has been released. Please pray for the following
staff whose husbands are without regular work: Beth T, Inday, Malou, Girlie and Terie and also for Paul, a widower, who needs
an income to look after his teenage children.

July 13/14 Please pray for those in the Tuberculosis Treatment Team (headed by Tess Magtabog) as they distribute
medicines and arrange medical consultations for the patients. Recently thirteen child sponsorship beneficiaries have
been diagnosed with TB. Please pray for funds to purchase the medicines and for the complete recovery of the children
and any family members who are suffering with the disease.




July 15/16 Please remember in prayer our volunteer workers in the communities of Block 38 — Rommela, Ara,
Remy and Mina. Block 37 - Fina, Beth T and Girlie. Please pray for Sally Escoto and the other staff members who lead
and speak at the weekly Tuesday morning staff meetings.

July 17/18 As you know, Hands of Mercy has been experiencing a decrease in income due to the drop in the rate
of the peso to the pound. This continues to have a noticeable impact on all the eight compassion programmes. Please
pray that this discrepancy can be offset through increased giving and more donors and sponsors coming on board.

July 19/20 There is much corruption in the Philippines with the result that the poor are getting poorer. Poverty is
wide-spread, even more so with the current rice shortage. Give thanks to God for His faithfulness that through Hands of
Mercy families are being helped in Body, Mind and Spirit. Please pray that the Philippine Government will govern with
integrity.

July 21/22 Krizzia Angel Laniwan is a 4 year old girl who needs surgery on her club feet. She is from Block 38 in
Mandaluyong. Please pray that money will be given to the Surgical Treatment Programme so that Krizzia and other
children can be helped. (There is no free surgery in the Philippines)

July 23/24 Urgent prayer is still greatly needed - The Asian rice shortage continues to affect the families in
Mandaluyong, as well as in other parts of the Philippines. Please pray for all the Hands of Mercy team members as they
seek to feed their own families, as well as serve three meals a week through the Supplementary Feeding Programme
for the many malnourished children. Please pray that God will provide for them.

July 25/26 Please pray for Sally Escoto, who has many responsibilities as she runs the Compassion Ministry of
Hands of Mercy, as well as overseeing the Mercy Community Church. Pray that God will give her wisdom, and strength
for the many tasks to be dealt with each day. Please pray also for Mila Espanola as she manages the ministry
accounts.

July 27/28  Many families known to Hands of Mercy are living in extreme poverty struggling to provide for their daily
needs, even more so now with the rice shortage. These families live by scavenging. Thirty families are receiving
supplementary food assistance through the Family Support Programme. Please pray that more people will be willing
to sponsor a needy family. (if you are interested in helping a family, please contact Fran at the UK office)

July 29/30 Give thanks for the people who conduct the worship at: Block 37- Ramonito Block 38 - Rhogene,
Esmael and Gilbert Olchondra, Plainview — Team 1 - Rey, Kaye, Andrew, Dante, Marie and Arnel, and Team 2 — Mark,

June, Gilbert, RJ, Sam and Marlon. Please ask for God’s enabling as they lead people closer to Him through praise and
worship songs.

July 31 Give thanks to God for the multiplication of Small Groups in the communities where Hands of Mercy has a
presence. Please pray for the leaders of the groups as they share God’s Word and encourage the new believers. Give
thanks that Joey and Sally Escoto have now graduated from Bible School. Please pray that God will give them wisdom
and enabling as they teach the Hands of Mercy staff the Bible subjects they have studied.

Thank you so much for your ministry in prayer
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